
MINUTES OF LONGRIDGE ASSETS WORKING GROUP 
3 MARCH 2022 at 4.30pm 

 
PRESENT 

Cllr R Thompson (Chair) Marshal Scott: Chief Executive 

Cllr J Clark  Nicola Hopkins: Dir. of Economic Development and Planning 

Cllr J Rogerson John Heap: Director of Community Services 

Cllr S Hirst Colin Hirst: Head of Regeneration and Housing 

Cllr S Fletcher Mair Hill: Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

Cllr S Rainford  

 
APOLOGIES 

None received. 

 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 August 2021 were approved as a correct 
record. 
 
Cllr Thompson informed the group that he had attended the volunteer meeting held 
at the Civic Hall. There were approximately 12 persons present. He had defended 
RVBC who had come under some criticism. 
 
The CE gave an update on the meeting he and the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services had attended with Andy McLaughlin last August. A constructive discussion 
had taken place and LSEC were putting measures in place to make a going concern 
of the Civic Hall. The building was in a reasonable state of repair, and they had been 
reassured. 
 
Since that meeting a full survey of the requirements had been provided and a list of 
priorities made. A considerable amount of work had been carried out from the 
extensive list. 
 
The Chairman asked that regular checks be made on progress. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None. 
 
OVER 60’s CLUB 
 
The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported that the Council were now 
satisfied that the lease had been properly surrendered by the trustees. The only 
issue in contention was the effective date, as this affected responsibility for payment 
of bills during the period whilst the surrender was being verified. 
 
The Director of Economic Development and Planning informed the group that a 
valuation had been received for both sale and rent of the premises.  
 
The group had reservations about any action being taken at the present time as it 
was felt this was not an appropriate time to dispose of this asset. 
 



 
UPDATE ON ELSEC 
 
The Chief Executive reported that he and the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services had recently been called to a meeting with the Directors of ELSEC who had 
informed them they had terminated the contract of the gym operators and would be 
operating the gym under a different model.  
 
Since that meeting there had been further developments and all Directors bar one 
had resigned. The one remaining Director was endeavouring to keep the place going 
and honour all bookings – including the gym. 
 
A little time was required to acquire new directors to support ELSEC and move 
forward.  
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Cllr Clark asked that there be some official publicity so that the people of Longridge 
understand the situation regarding responsibilities of RVBC/LTC/LSEC in relation to 
assets in Longridge. 
 
The Chief Executive referred to £1.5m S106 monies for use in Longridge. Options 
were currently being drawn up for its use. 
 
King Street toilets had now been sold. 
 
NEXT STEPS - ACTIONS: 
 

1. Another ZOOM working group meeting be arranged for within a couple of 
weeks for an update on developments with ELSEC and the Civic Hall; 
 

2. No action be taken at the present time regarding the disposal of the Over 60’s 
Club; and 
 

3. The Communications Officer to attend the next meeting to discuss positive 
publicity. 

 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

To be arranged. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 5.18pm. 


